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Felice Baucr

‘Felice Bauer was born in Neustadt, Upper Silesia, on 18 November
1887. She bhad fout brothers and sisters: Elisabeth {Eise¢), Erna,
Antonie (Toni), and Ferdinamd {Ferry). Erna, under the abbreviation
E., appears many times in Kalka's diaries, especially during the
second half of 1914 ~ i.c., after the breaking-off of his engagement
“to Fellce, Her father, who came [rom Vienna, married the daughter
of a dyer living in Neustadt. In 1899 — whoen Felice was twelve —
the family moved from the small town in Silesia to Berlin, where
her father worked as an agent for a foreign insurance company. For
six years, from 1904 to 1910, Felice’s parents lived apart, and Felice
"was anxious to help hor mother to support the family. Thus, after
leaving school in 1908, she started work as a shorthand-typist with
the gramophone record fitm of Odeon; in 1909 she moved to the
firm of Carl Lindstrom A. G., manufacturers of dictating machines
and Parlogeaphs. Within a short time she was promoted to exccous
tive secretary.
 Until March 1913 the Bauers lived on Immanuelkirchstrasse, a
gulet but not particularly attractive street in Berlin’s East End.
Then they moved to Wilinersdorferstrasse which at that time was
part of one of the smarter residential areas of Berlin's West End,
Felice's father died in November 1914,
In Scptember 1916, encouraged by Kafka, Felice volunteered for
work in the Jewish Pecople’s Home in Berlin, a centre for Jewish

xelief work founded by Siegfried Lehmann in f-ﬁ; of that year and
situated near the Alexanderplatz, a scction of Berlin largely in-
habited by Enst European Jews, both war refugees and immigrants,
Max Brod, Martin Buber, and Gustav Landauer were among its
supporters. The purposc of the 11lome was the cultural and religious
education of the children and young people from these families,

some of whom were living in extremely reduccd circumstances, The
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Tetters to Felice 133

sacies of several members of your famlly of whom I had never
beard were menticoed, including the name Ferry (might he be your
beacher?),* and vou were telling us that as = fttle gid you had
okea been beaten by brothers and cousing (also by Herr Fried-
sinn?), angd that you had felt almost defenceless against k. You
faa your hand down your left anm, which in those days had been
sovered with bruises, Bur you didn’c lock at all sorty for yourself,
#d although I cannot account for it, I could not imagine how
sayone could have dared to beat you, however little you may have
been. - Then you remarked quite casually, while exaoining or
mading something {you did not {ook up nearly often enough, and
sfter all, it was such a short evening), that you had studied
Hebeew, While on the one hand I marvelled at this, on the other
ihese are only the opinions formed at the time, and they have
pessed through a fiue sieve since then) T would have preferred you
mt 2o have mentioned it with such exaggerated castalness, and so
I was secretly delighted when later on you were unabie to translate
el Aviv, - Then {f also transpired that you are a Zionist, and this
mited me very well. — Still. in the same room there was some
#scussion abour your job, and Fray Brod memtioned g pretty
Wtiste dress she had seen in your hovel roon, for I think you were
m your way to some wedding {f am doing more guessing than
wmembering) which was to rake place in Budapest.? « When you
pe up it turned out that you were wearing Frau Brod's slippers,
decause your shoes had ro be dried. The wenther had been terrible
o day. These slippers bothered you a bit, and while walking
hwugh the dork centre room, you rold me you were used o
sippers with heels, Such slippers were new to ma. ~ In the music
som you sat opposite me, and I began to spresd out my manu-
pript. Everyone offered me funny advice as to how it should be
mailed, but I can no longer remember the advice you gave, What 1
# remember s something which happened in the other room and
which 80 amazed mo that | banped the rable. You actually said you
mjoyed copying manusceipts, that you had also been copying
msauscripts in Berlin for some gentleman {turse the sound of that
pord when unaccompanied by name and explanation!) and you

Mex to send you some manusctipts. -~ The best I accom.
fished that evening wos that { happened to have with me & capy
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Latters to Pelice 115

!Hived, and quite naturslly wanted to know whether my way home
sad yours to yorsr hotel were the same: but I, misecable fool that |
am, asked If you wanted my address, evidently assuming that you ~
baviag hardly arrived in Berlin and fired by the idea of the tdp ro
Falestine — would at once want to wirite to me, sod 50 wese joath
W rud the risk of finding yourself in the desperate position of not
Saving my address, This blundes, nesdisss to say, disconcetted me
for the rest of the way, in 3o far as there was anything within me
to be disconcerted. — Even in the flest toom and again in the streer,
there was some talk of a man in your Prague branch who had
taken you that afternoon by cawrlage to Hradlany Castle. The
cistence of this man seemed to make it impossible for me to see
you off st the station mext morning with flowers, which ! had been
topsidering for same ¢ime. ‘The early hour of your departure, the
impossibility of buying flowers at such a time, made rehunciation
adler, -~ On Obstgasse and slong the Graben, Plrector Brod did
most of the talking, while you told the stury of how your mother
has the front door opetied in answer to your clapping ~ a story,
Incldentally, for which you still owe me an explanation. Otherwise,
the time was shamefully wasted comparing the trafic in Pragoe
with thist in Berlln. If I am not mistaken, mention was also made of
your having had a sneck at the Repriisentarionshaus® opposite
your hotel. Finally Herr Brod gave you some advice about your
ey and named several stations where you could get something
& tat. You intended to have breakfast In the dining car. It was
then that I heard you had Jeft your umbrella on the train, and this
wiffing detail {trifling for me} added & new dimension to my piccure
ol you, ~ That you had not yet packed, and still intended to read In
bed, made sme uncasy, Duting the previous night you had read untit
four in the morning. As reading matter for the Joutney you had
Woeght: BiSrnson’s Flags are Flying in Town and Harbour and
Andersen’s Picture-Book without Pictures, At the tims 1 fejt 1
fhould have guessed you would bring these books, which of course I
#udd mever have succeeded in doing. On entoxing the hotel some
et of embarrassment made me crowd Into your section of the

door, and ! very nearly trod on your feer, ~ Then the
;ﬂm of us stood for & moment in front of the walter near the
Merstor in which you were to disappear slmost at once, and the
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578 Notes - Letters to Pelice., 1918

274. See postcard of 9 August 1935,

273, Presumably Lily Breun, Memiofrex einer Sosinfistin {Memolrs nl’
Socialist], 2 vols, Munich, 1909-11; see Kufka's fetter to u.r!
{November/Dacembor 1920), Briefe, p. 292,

276. Alfred Wollensioln (1888-194%), Germaa expeassionist poet, Kaf 4
accopted the invieation: on 10 Novembar he resd ‘In the Per |
Colony' and poeme by Max Brod. Fellce wey present, '

277, The first publication In the yearbook Arkadiu bore the dedication,
‘7o Frisleln Felice B See lstter of 24 October 1952, -

278. The prose plece A Dream’, an ofshoot of The Trial, woy apt
parenily intonded to by published together with Max Brod's article
‘Unsere Litoraten und dle Cemelischalt’ [Our Writers dnd the.
Community'] in the monthly Der Jude (e, by Marctln Suber), [, No. 7 .
(October 1936), bue was then published In gn sncholopy, co-adieed
by Martin Duber, Das fidische Prag [Jewish Frague} {Selbstwahr |
Publishers, December 1946). It was also published on € Jasuasry
1217, in Prager Tagbintt [ngazine scction), and agaln In Almanach
der Nevwen Jugend auf des Jahr 1917 {Beﬂin' Neoe Jugend) pp.
r: A

279, ‘The Jewish People's Home was Jocated emong proletarian tese.
ments aoax the Alexanderplaty, Sea Kinra Eschelbacher, "Dis
Wohnungsfrage' {"The Housing Probiesn'}, Newr Jidische Monrais. .
hiefte, IV, Nogt, L1-22.

280, Hugo Bergmunn {13&1—- }. phﬂmph#n Zimlal. fater Hhey

the_Hubrow National Libcary in Josumy! w :

mbah:y 'Y Mf:.sutce ta the exhibitton "Mother snd Infent' men-
tioned in his posicard of 7 September 1916,

2682, See nofe 278,

283, Robart Miller had written o his survey attlels Phantusie', Dis
Neus Rundschaw, I {1918), pp. 1421 1.2 "Kalke's otherwise ingest»
olg necotive art, which is fundamentally Geoman, laudably sound, *°
in the vein of the melsteosingers. is heing deformed by hypothetical
patches on its beauriful marerdal garb.” I his articls 'Our Writess -
and the Commualty'. Max Brod sevd about Katka; 'ARkhough the ' 3’-,
woed “Tew" never occurs in hia works, they are smong the most  §
typically Jewish documents of ovr Hme.'

284, For Mag Brod as a post office officlal, see Brod, Slography, p. 8L ;

285, See Digries (18 October 1916}, H, pp. 166 .

sR6. Kafke mentione this verdict also in his letter to Max Brod (mid-Tuly
19i6) From Marlenbad {Briefe, p. 340,

287, -Arnoid Zwelg {1887-1968). Riinalmord In Ungarn: Jadtsche Traghdle

231,

[T
e

§
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264~ Dr. Siegfried Lehmann {1892-1958). Founder
of the Jewish people’s Home and a leading
fipure in Jewish education in Berlin. Later in
Palestine - israel. His article “ldee der
judischen Siedlung wund des volkasheims®.
[Concept of the Jewish settlement and the
people’s Home] appeared in Judische
Rundschau. XXII, No. 9, pp. 76 {., and XXT1,
No. 10, pp. 83 1.

265~ klabund (pseudonym of Alfred Henschke,
1890-1928), German writer and poet, Gerson:
most porpably the actress Theresa Gerson,
who played the leading part in the movie Ein
lied fur Dich [A song for yon}, 1933.
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A Country Doctor 119

A Country Doctor

!wuingrenperpieﬁty:lhadmstamenanmgentioumma
seriously i1 patient was waiting for me in 2 village ren miles off:
8 thick blixzard of snow filled all the wide spaces between him and
me; | had a gig, a light gig with big wheels, exactly right for oue
countey roads; mufiled in fusy, my bag of instruments in my hand,
imsinthcmurtya:ﬂaﬂmdyfortheiwnmy: but thers was no
horse to be had, no horse. My own horse had dled in the night,
wom out by the fatigues of this icy winter; my servant-girl was
now tunning round the village trying to borrow a horse; but it wes *
hopeless, 1 knew it, and ¥ stood there forlomly, with the snow
gathering more and more thickly upon me, more and more unable
to move, In the gateway the girl appeared, alone, and waved the
lancexn; of course, whe would lend a borse ar this thne for such
a journey? 1 strode through the courtyard once more; ¥ could see
no way cut; in my confused distress I kicked at the dilapidated
door of the year-long-uninhabited pig-sty. It Aew open and Happed
to and fro on its hinges. A steam and smell as of horses came out
from it, A dim stable Jantera was swinging inside from 2 rope. A
man, ceouching on his hams fn that low space, showed an open
bluve-eyed face, ‘Shall I yoke up?* he asked, crawling out on all fours,
I did not know what to say and mersly stooped down to see what
else was In the sty. The servant-giv] was standing beside me. 'You
never know whar you're gaing to find in your own house,’ she said,
and we both laughed. "Hey there, Brother, hey there, Sisteri®
called the groom, and two hotses, enormonus creatures with powerful
flanks, one aftec the other, their Tegs tucked close to their bodies,
each well-shaped head lowered like a camel’s, by sheer strength of
buttocking squeezed out through the door-hole which they flled
entirely. But at once they were standing up, their legs long and
thelr bodies steaming thickly. ‘Give him a hand,” I sald, and the
willing girl hutried to help the groom with the harnessing. Yei
hardly was she besida him when the groom clipped hold of her and
pushed his face against hers. She screamed and fled back to me;
on her cheek stond out in red the marks of two rows of teeth. "You
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A Brother's Murder 143

A Brother's Murder

The evidence shows that the murder was committed in the follow.
{ng mannes:

Schmar, the murderer, took up his post about nine o'clock one
wight in clear moonlight by the corner where Wese, his victim, had
to turn from the street where his office was into the street he Hved in.

‘The night air was shivering cold. Yet Schmar was wearag only
& thin blue suit; the jacket was unbuttoned, too, He felit no cold;
besides, he was moving about all the time. His weapon, haif a
bayonet and half a kitchen knife, e kept fiomly in his grasp. quite
naked. He loocked at the knife against the light of the moon: the
biade glittered; not enough for Schmar; he struck it against the
bricka of the pavement tiil the sparks Aew: regretred thar, perhaps;
and to repalr the damage drew it Like a violin-bow across his boot-
sole while he bent forward, standing on one leg, and Lstened both
ta the whetting of the knifs on his boot, and for any sound out of
the fareful side.screst.

why did Pallas, the private citizen, who was. watching it all from
his window near by in the second storey, permit it to happen?
Unriddle the mysredes of haman naturel With his collaz turned
up, his dressing-gown girt round his portly body, he svood looking
dovm, shaking his head.

And five houses farther along. on the opposite side of the street,
Mrs Wese, with a fox-fur coat over her night-gown, peered out to
ook for her husband who was Engering unusually late canight.

At last there rang out the sound of the door-bell before Wese's
office, too loud for a door-bell, dght over the town and up to
heaven, and Wese, the industtious sight-worker, issued from the
building, stil} Invisible in that street, only heralded by the sound of
the bell: at once the pavement registered his quiet footsteps.

Pallas bant far forward; he dared oot miss anything. Mrs Wese,
peassured by the bell, shut her window with a clatter. But Schmss
knelt down: since he had no other parts of his body bare, he pressed
nﬂyﬂsﬁc&mﬁﬁskm&sagmmewemehmﬂam
else was freezing, Schmar was glowing bot.
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A Report to an Academy 147

A Report to an Academy

Honoured Members of the Academyl

You have done me the honour of inviting me to give your
Acadery an aceount of the life 1 formerly lad a3 an ape.

¥ regret that I cannot comply with your request to the extent you
deslre. It is now nearly Sve ysars since I was an ape, a short space of
time, pechaps. according to the calendar, but an infinitely long time
to gatlop through at full speed, s 1 bave done, more or less ac-
companied by excelient mentors, good advice, applause, and or-
chestral music, and yet essentiatly alone, since all my escorters kept
well off the course so a3 not to spolf the picture. 1 could never have
achieved what I have done had 1 been stubborly set on clinging
£0 my origins, to the remembrances of my youth, In fact, to give up
being stubbora was the supreme commandment [ laid upon myself;
free ope as ! was, I submitted myself to that yoke, In revenge, how-
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ever, my memory of the past has tiused the doar agaistt me mocn
snd more. 1 could hsve retuened ot fosg, had human belngs sliowed
ft, through an archway as wide s the span of heaven over the
sarth, but a5 1 spureed myself on i my forced career, the openleg
nerrowed and sheank behind me; T felc moze comivetable In the
world of reen and Auoed it benter; the sixong wind that blew aftec pie
out of my pase began to slacken; today it Is only 2 gentle puff of ofx
that plays mround my heels; and the opening in the distance,
through which it comes snd theongh which 1 once came myself, has
grown 5o smnti thet, evan {f my strength and my will-power suffleed
to get ma Yack to i, I should huve Yo scespe the vecy skin from
my body te cruwi theough. To put iz pisinly, much a8 I Uke ex-
piesting myself In Images, to pot it plainly: your life as opes,
gentlemen, 1n oo Far as something of that kind Hex behind yow, can-
not be facther removed froms you thay mnine iy fromn me. Yet avery-
one on sarch fesls 3 tickling at the heels; the smali chimpanzee snd
the grest Achilles sl

But to & losser extent ¥ can perhaps meet your demssnd, and in-
deed 1 do o with the gesprest pleasure, ‘The frar thing i learsed
wap 10 give s Bandshake; = handshake berokeas frankness; well,
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Josephine the Singer, or the Mouse-folk

Our singer is called Josephine. Anyone who has not heard her dock
not kmow the power of song. There is no one but I3 carried away
by her singing, a tribute all the greater as we are not in general
8 music-kwing race. Tranguil peace is the music we love hest: our
life is hard, we are no longer able, even on occasions when we have
tried to shake off the cares of daily lfe, to rise to anything so high
and remote from our usial routine as music, But we do not much
lament that; we do not get even so fax; a certain practical cunning,
which admittedly we stand greatly in need of, we hold to be our
greatest clistincrion, and with a smile bom of much cunning we aze
wont to console ourselves for all shortcomings, even supposing —
only it does not happen - that we were to yearn once in a2 way for
the kind of bliss which music may provide. Josephine is the sole
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Jackals and Arabs

We were campling in the casis. My companions were asleep, The

tall white fgure of an Arab passed hy; he had been secing to the
camels and was on his way to his ows sleeping-placs.

i threw ruyself on my back in the grass; I tried to fall asleep: I
could noty a jackal howled in the distance; { sat up again, And what
had bees so far away was all at once quite near. Jackals were
swarming round me, eyes gleaming dull gold and vanishing again,

Hithe bodies moving nimbly and chythmically, as if at the crack of a
whip. '

One jackal came from behind me, nudging rdght undec my arm,
pressing against me, as If he needed my wannth, and then stood
before me and spoke to me almost eye o eye,

I am the oldest jackal far and wide | am delighted to have met
you here at last. 1 had almost given up hope, since we have been
waiting endless years for you: my mother waited for you, and her

mother, and afl our foremothers right back to the fivst mother of all
the juckals, It is true, believe me!®
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The New Advocate

We have a new advocate, Dr Bucephalus. There is little in his
appearance 1o remind you that he was once Alexander of Macedon's
battie-charger. Of course, if you know his story, you are aware of
something. But even a simple usher whom I saw the other day
on the front steps of the Law Courts, & man with the professional
appraisal of the regular smail punter on a racecourse, was running
an admiring eye over the advocate as he mounted the marbie steps
with a high action that made them ring heneath his feer.

Tn general the Bax approves the admission of Bucephalus, With
astonishing insight people tell themselves that, modern society
being what it is, Bucephalus is in g difficult position, and thecefore,
considering alsc his importance in the history of the world, he
deserves at least u friendly reception. MNowadays - it cannot be
denied ~ there is no Alexander the Great. There are plenty of men
who know how to murder people; the skill needed to reach aver
a bancueting rable and pink a friend with a lance is not lacking;
and for many Macedonia is teo confining, so that they curse Philip,
the father - but no one, no ane at all, can blaze a2 crall to India,
Even in his day the gates of India were beyond reach, yet the
King’s sword pointed the way to them. Today the gates have re-
ceded to remoter and loftier places; but no one points the way;
many carry swords; but only to brandish them, and the eye that
tries to folliow them is confused.

So perhape it is really hest to do as Bucephalus has done and
absorh oneself in law books, In the guiet lamplight, his flanks
unhampered by the thighs of a rider, free and far from the clamour
of battle, he reads and turns the pages of our anclent tames.
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Fleven Sons

I have sleven sons.

The frst is onpwaedly rather Insigntficant, bot serious and clever
yet, although I love him as I love off my children, ¥ do not rate him
very highly. Hiy mental processes seem to me to be too simple. He
tocka neither to right nor lefr, nor Into the disrances he is for ever
runring round and round, or rather terns shour, within ki own
Hetie tiecle of thoughts.

'The second s handsome, si{m, well-made: one drews one™s breath
wirth delight to watch him with o feacing foil. He is clever too, but
has experience of the world as well; be bus seen much, and there-
fore even our pative country seemns ¢ wield more secrets to hing
thas to the stay-at-home. Yot I s sure that thiz'sdvantage is nat
only and not even essentially due to his travels, #t Is tather an
attribute of hiz own inimitable pature, which 1s acknowledged for
instance by everyone who bzee ever tried to copy bitn i, let us say,
the fancy high-dive he does into the water, somersauiting several
times over, yot with simost violent seif-control. To the very eng



eIV EVE A

iy 5l oy ppii] aiad | ogel Byeo ) Lol 038 5ap
s 5 (SAI 3 I paad Bl Bliag oaall B Lg3las
S gLl Jgemy (5t i B ope3y Loy gy SiaT

) NERPY1] JRVESY
road v

L&_iwlh;.éq_itmitﬁﬂwlwh.%mmga
Agipge Bad @Bigfl B pa LS

:éii.qdigllﬂi-—h
‘éiu%mwjﬁiﬂJ}ﬁgﬁé&%;ﬁdehhhm
Jirﬂhwgﬁmdﬁaﬁjdﬂlghﬁcﬁsbgﬁﬁrw
éimﬂiﬁﬁi&ﬂﬂ&iiihéﬁﬁﬂ}iwéiﬁ



F SIS Bt s o oplasabe

And ot Bt fn-—sj s.':.}_,e_.J! {j Laplas LSy ‘;53..11 c;fjjl q&ix 5

A Flanger Artist
Four Stardas

First Sorrow

A trapere artist - this art, poactised Mph In the vaulted Sumex of
the gresr vavievy thearres, I admitredly one of che most difeclt
hurpanity can achieve - had so acranged ks 1ifs thot, s long as be
kept working in the sune building, he never came down froem his
tropeze by night or day, at Brst only from x desire to perfect bis
Bkil}, but later becamie custoen was too steng for bim, Al his
necds, very modett needs at thet, were supslied by rélays of atteo~
doants who watchied from below and semr up od haujed down again
In $pecially conwructed coarslnses whatever he seqoiced, This way
of lvisg cauxed no pardcnlar incopvenience to the theatriexd
peaple. excepr thet, when other tumes were on the stage. kis being
sciif up alofc, which could sot be dissembled, proved somewhat
disrrarting, a5 alsa the tact that, sithough s voch times he mostly
koepr vary sull, he drew o sirey glance Jere and there Sromi the
public, Yer the mansgement averloaked thly, hroaner he was on
zxrranrdicery and unique sxtist. And, of coures, they yeoagnired that
this maode of Hiv was po mere ok, and eher only In eids way could
ke really keep himeelf in constant practice aod bis srt a¢ the picch of
its perfectica.

Beatdres, it was quite baalthy up there, sud when in the warmer
seasons of the yesr the side windows off cound the Jome of the
thestre were thrown opts and sun and fresh air came pouring
trresistibly fnto the Susky vale, i was even besutiful. True, his
social Ufe was sommewhar (nired, ooly somedmes 8 fellow-permbat
swarmed up the sdder to him, and then they bach sac on the
trapeze, leaning left aod right sgainet the supporting ropes, and
chatted, or bullden' wotkmen repaiing the roof exthanged a fow
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Troubles of o Housaholder 137

Troubles of a Householder

Some say the word Odradek® is of Stavonic orgin, and try to e
count for it an that basis. Others again believe It to be of German
orgin, only influenced by Slavonic, The uncertainty of both iater-
pretations allows one to assume with justice that neithar is sccurate,
especially as peither of themn provides an intelligent meaning of the
word.

No one, of course, would occupy himself with such srudies if
thers were not 2 creature called Odradek. At first glances it looks like
a flat star-shaped spool for thread, and indeed it does seem to have
thread wound upon ity to be sure, only old, broken-of bits of
thread are eligible, not mexely knotred but tangled together, of the
most varied sorts and colours. But it Is not only a spool, for & small
wooden cross-bar sticks cut of the middle of the star, and anorher
small rod is joined to that at a right angle. By means of this latter
rod on one side and one of the points of the atar on the other, the
whole thing can stand upright as if on two legs,

One i3 tempted to believe that the creature once had fome sort
of inteliigible shape and is now only a broken-down remnant, Yet
this does not seem to be the case; at Ieast there i= no sign of it
nowhere I8 there an unfinished or unbroken surface to suggest any~
thing of the kind: the whole thing loocks senseless enough but in ity
own way perfectly Snished. In any case, closer scrutiny is fmpossible,
since Odradek is extraordinarily nimble and can never be laid hold
of.

He Tuks by turns in the garret, the stairway, the lobbies, the
entrance hall. Often for months on end be is not to be seen; then he
has presumably moved into other houses; bur he always comes
faithfuily back to our honse again. Many a time when you go out of
the door and he happens just to be leaning directly beneath you
against the banisters, you feel inclined vo speak to him. Of course,
you put no difficult questions to him, you treat him - he is so
diminutive that you cannot help it — pather like a child, “Well,

*Odradek means in Ceech something fike ‘outside -the law' ~ Editer's
note.
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‘Wedding Preparations in the Country

[First Manuscript (A)]

I

When Eduard Raban, coming along the passage, watked into the
open doorway, he saw that it was ralaing. It was not rainlng much,

On the pavement straight In front of him there were many
people walking in various rhythms, Every now and again one would
atep forwurd and cross the road. A little girl was holding 2 tired
Hitle dog in her outstretched hands, Two gentlemien were ex
changing information. The one held his hands palm-upwred, raising
and lowering them in regular motion, as though he were halancing
a load. Then one caught sight of a lady whose hat was heavily
laden with ribbons, buckles, and flowers. And hurrying past was
a young man with a thin walking-stick, his left hand, as though
paralysed, flat on his chest. Now and then there came mena who
were smoking, beacding small upright elongated clouds along ahead
of them. Three gentlemen — two holding light~weight overcoats on
thair crooked "are-aems — several times walked forward from the
front of the buildings to the edge of the pavement, surveyed what
was going on there, and then withdrew again, talking.

Through the gaps between the passers-by one could see the
regularly laid stones of the carriage-way. There carriages on delicate
high wheels were drawn along by horses with craning necks. The
people who sat at ease on the upholstered seats gazed in silence at
the pedestrians, the shops, the balconies, and the sky. If it hap-
penied that one carriage overtook another, then the horses would
press against each other, and ‘the hamess-straps hung dangling.
The animais tugged at the shafts, the cacriage bowled along, sway-
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Letter to His Father?®

Dearest Father,

You atked me recently why I maintain I am afraid of you.
As usual, I was unable to think of my- answer- to your ques-
tion, partly for the very reason that I am afraid of you, and partly
because an explanation of the grounds for this fear would mean
going into far morze details than I could even gpproximately keep
in mind while talking. And {f I now try to give you an answer in
writing, it will stil be very incompleie, beceuse even In writing
this fear and itz consequences hamper me in relation to you and
because [anywayl the magoitude of the subject goes far beyond
the scope of my memory and power of rensoning,

To you the marter always seemed very simple, at least In as far
a8 you tatked about it in front of me, and without discrimination in
front of many other people, It Inoked to you more or less as follows:
you have worked hard all your life, have sacrificed evexything for
your children, sbove all for me, consequentiy I have lived “like a
Aghting-cock’, have been completely at liberty to learn whatever X
wanted, and have had no cause for materisl worries, which means
worrles of any kind at ail. You have not expected any gratitude for
this, knowing what ‘children's geatitude’ ia like, but have expected .
st Jeast some sort of obligingness, some sign of sympathy, Instead
I have slways dodged you and hidden from yom, in my room,
among my books, with crayy friends, or with extravagant ideas, I
have never talked to you frankly, 1 have never come to you when
you were In the synagogue, nevez visited you at Franzenshad, nor
indeed ever shown any family feeling, I have never taken any
interest in the usiness or your other concerns, I left the factory on
your hands and left you in the luxch, I encournged Ottla? in her
obstnacy, and never lifted a finger for you (never sven got you a
theatre-ticket), while 1 do everything for my friends. ¥f you sum
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FRANZ KAFKA.

(b. July 3. I383, Prague. Boliemia Austra-Hungary loow in
Czech

Republic]—d. June 3, 1924, Kierling, near Vienna, Austria),
Czech-bom German-language writer of visionary fiction, whose

posthumously published novels—especially Der Prozess (19235
The Trialy and Das Sehloss (1926: The Castley-express the anxdeties
and alienation of 20th-century man,

Life

Frapz Kafla. the son of Julie Lowy and Hermaom Kafka, a
merchant. was born into a middle~class Jewish famiiv. Afier two
brothers died in infancy. he became the oldest child, remaining forever
canscious of his role as older brother; Qufla. the yvoungest of his three
sisters. became the family member closest to him. Kafka strongly
identified with his matemal apcesiors becamse of their spinituaiity.
inteflecrun]  distinction. piety. rabbinical leaming. eccentricity,
melascholy disposition. and delicate physical and ment:ad constitution.
He was not, however. paticularly close to his mother. a simple
woman devoled to her children, Subservient to her overwhelming, ill-
tempered husband and hiz exacting business, she shared with her
spouse o fack of comprehension of their son's unprofitable and
possibly unbealthy dedication to the liternry “recording of {his). ..
dreamlike inner lde "

The figure of Kafka's father overshadowed Kafka's work as
well as s existence; the Ggure is. in fact, one of his most impressive
creations. For. in his imagioation. this coarse. practical. and
domineering shopkeeper and patriarch, who worshiped nothing but
material  success and social advancement, belonged to a race of gianls
and was an awesome. adivimble, but repulsive tyrant. In Kaflka's 1ost
important attempt al sutoblography, "Brief an den Vater® (wriiten
1919 "Letter to Father®), a jetter that never reached fhe addressee.
Kafka ateibuted his failure 1o live--to el ioose from parental ties and
establish himself in womiage and fatherhood--as well as his escape
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mto Literagare, to the prohibitive father figure, which instifled in him
the sense of lis own impatence. He felt his will had been broken by
his father. “The conflict with the father is reflected directly in Kafka's
story Das Urteif (1916, The Judginent), It is projecied on o grandes
scale in Kafka's novels, which portray in lucid, deceptively simple
prose a man's desperale struggle with an overwhelming power. one
that may persecuie its victim {(as in The Triel) or one that may be
sought after and bepged in vain for approval {as int The (astle). Yet
the roots of Kafka's mpdety and despair go deeper than his
relstionship to his father and family. with whom he chose to live in
ciose and cramped proximity for the major part of his adult life. The
source of Kafka's despair lies in a sense of ultinate isolation from
true commuiion with all hionan beings—the friends he cherisbed. the
women he loved. (he job he detested. the soctety be lived m--and with
God., or, as he put it. with true indestructible Being.

The son of a would-be assimilated Jew who held oniy
perfimctorily to the religious pmctices and social formatities of the
Jewish communily. Kafla was Genman both in inguage and culture.
He was a timid, puiit-ridden, and obedient child who did wellin
elementary  schoo! and in the Altstidier Stantsgymunasiuni an exactiog
high schooi for the academic etite, He was respected and liked by his
teachers. losvardly. however, he rebelled againct the muthoeritanan
instingion and the debumanized humanistic curriculum, with s
emphiasis on rote learning and classical languages. Kafka's opposition
to established society became npparent when as an adolescent. he
declarad himself a socialist as well as an atheist. Throughout his adult
life he expressed qualified sympathies for the socialists: atiended
mestings of the Czech Amarchists (before World War I); aud. in his
later vears. showed marked interest and sympathy for a socialized
Ziopism. Bven then he was muﬂlv passnre a.nd pol:ucal!y

Kafka d:d. hmww.r bme friendly with some German-Jewish
inteliectuals and hiterati in Prague. and in 1902 be wet Max Brod: this
minor Hterary artist became the most intimate and solicitons of
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Katka's friends. and eventually he emeryed as the promoter, saviour.
and rerpreter of Kafka's writings and as his most influential
biographer.

The two wen became  acquainted while Kafka wag
indiffcrently stodyving law at the University of Prague, He received his
doctowate in [YU6, and in 1907 he took up regular empiovment with an
insurance company. The long hours and exacting requirements of the
Assicurazioni Generali, however, did not permit Kafka to devote
himsell o writing. In 1908 he found in Prague a job in the
serninationatized Workers' Accideat Insurance Institite for ihe
Kingdoms of Bohemia. There be remained uolil 1917, when
tubercilosis forced him fo take intermiftent sick leaves and. finally. to
retire {with a pension) in 1922, about two yenrs before he died. In his
job he was considered tireless and ambitious; he seon became the
right hand of his boss, and he was esticemed and liked by all who
worked with him,

In fact, genemlly speaking. Kafka was o charming. intelligent.
and hamorous individual but be found his rontine office job and the
exhausting double hife into which it forced him (for his nights were
frequently consumed in writing) to be excruciating torture. and his
desper personal relationships were neurotically distwbed. The
confficting inclingtions of his complex and ambivalent personatlity
fowd expression in his senxual relationships., Inhibition painfully
chisturbed his relations with Felice Bauer, to whom he was twice
engaged before their final rupture in 1917, Later kis fove for Mileun
Jesenskd Pollak was also thwarted, His health was poor and office
work eximugted bim. In 1917 he was diagunosed as having
tuberculosis. and from them omward he spemr frequent periods in
sanatorivms,

In 1923 Kafka went to Berlin to escape from his patemat
family and devote himself to writing. In Berlin he found new hope in
the companionship of 2 young Jewish socialist, Dors Dymant, but his
stay was cut shomt by a decisive deterioration of his health during the
winter of 1924, ARer a brief final stay in Progue, where Dora Dymant
Joined him. he died in a clinic near Vienna,
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Works.

Sought ouwt by leading avam-garde publishers. Kafka
mlnqtan?!y published a few of his writings during his lifetime, These
publicntions inchude two sections (190%) from Besohretbung eines
Kampfes (1936. Description of a Strugele), Betrachtung (1913:
Meditation). a collection of short prose pieces: and other works
representative of KafRa's matarity as an artist=-T7e Jurlgment, o fong
story writtes in J9I2: two farther long stories, Die ['erwandhing
{1913, Adetemorphosisy and In der Sirofkolorde (1919 In the Penal
Colony): and 2 collection of short prose, Ein Landarzt (1919: A4
Country Dioctory, Ein Hungerkinstler {(1924: 4 Hunger Artist), fonr
stories exhibiting the concision and Iucidity characteristic of Knfka's
late style. had been prepared by the suthor but did not appear uatil
sfter his deaih.

tu fact, mdsgivings about his work caused Kafka before his
death to request that alt of his unpublished manuscripts be destroyed:
his lilerary executor. Max Brod, distegarded his instructions. Brod
published the novels The Trial. The Castle, and Amerika in 1923,
1926, and 1927, respectively: and a collection of shorter pieces, Beim
Beau der chinedschen Maner (The Grear Wall of Uhing). in 1931,
Such early works by Kafka as Dexcription of a Struggle {begun abont
1904) and Mleditation, thougl their style is more concretely imaged
and their structure more imcoherent than shat of the Iater works., are
already originnl in a chamcteristic way. The chamciers in these works
fail to establish communication with others: they follow a hidden logic
that flouis normal, evervday logic: their world erpts in grotesque
incidents and vielence. Each charcter is only an anguished voice,
vainly questing for isformmntion and understanding of the world and
for a way to believe in his own identity and purpose.

Many of Kafhka's fables costmin m inscrutable. baffliog
mixture of the normal and the fantastic, thongh occasionally the
strangeness may be undersiood as the ontcome of a literxy or verbal
device. as when the defusions of a pathological state ave given the
status of reality. or the metaphor of & common figore of speech is
taken literally. Thus, in The Judemont. a son nnguestioningly comunits
suicide at the behest of his aged father. In The Aefamorphosis the son
wakes up to find himself transformed into & monstrous and repulsive

TV«



insect: he slowly dies, not only becomse of his fomily's shame and its
neglect of him bist because of his own guilty despair,

Many of the tales are even more unfathomable. fu the Penyl
Colony presents an officer who demonstrates his devation to dugy by
submitting himself fo the appalling (and clinically described)
mutilations of his ows instrumemnt of tortwre. This theme. the
ambiguity of a task's value and the horror of devotion to it—one of
Kafka's constant preoccupations--appears again in "A Hunger Artist.”
The fable “Vor dem Gesetz" (19i4; "Before the Law." Inter
incorporated into The Trigl) presents both the innccessibility of
meaning {the "law”} and man's teoacious longing for it A group of
fables written in 1923-24, the last vear of Kufla's life, all contre on
the individual's vain but umdaumted struggle for understanding and
SECUrity.

Many of the motifs in the shont fables recur in the novels. In
Amerifu. for example, the boy Karl Rossmiumn bas been sent by his
family o America There he seeks shelter with a number of father
Bgures. His innocence and simplicity are everywhere exploited. and a
last chapter describes his admission to a dreamworld, the "natmre-
theatre of Oklahoma™ KXKafka wmade a gote that Rossmae was
ultirmatety w perish, In The Trial. Joseph K. an able and conscientioas
bank officinl and 2 bachelor. is awnkened by bailiffs. who arrest him.
The investigation in the magistrate's courn turas into a squalid farce,
the charge against him is never defined, and from this point the cowrts
take so forther inifintive. But Joseph K. consumes himself in n search
for inaccessible courts and for an acquittal from his unknown affense.
He appeais o termediaries whose advice and explanstions produce
new bewilderment. he adopts absurd stritagems: squador, darkness,
and lewdness attend his search, Resting in o cathedral, he istold by a
priest that his protestations of innocence are themselves a sign of guilt
and that the justice be is forced to seek must forever be barred to him,
A ianst chapter describes his execution ns. stil} Jooking around
desperately for help. he protesis to the last, This is Kafka's biackest
work: evil i5 everywhere, acquittal or redemption is inaccessible,
frenried effort only indicates man's real npotence.

In The Custle, one of Kafka's last works. the setting is a village
domunated by a castle. Thwe seems to lave stopped in this wintry
landscape. and nearly ail the scenes occur in the dark. K. arrives at the
village ciaiming to be a land surcevor appointed by the castle
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authorfties. His claitn is rejected by the village officials. and the novel
recounts K's efforts to gain recognition from an suthority that is as
etusive as Joseph K.'s courts. But K. is not a victing he is an
aggressor, challenging both  the petty. arrogant officials and the
villagers svho accept iheir authority. Ail of his stratagems fail. Like
Joseph K.. he makes tove 1o a servanl (he barmaid Frieda. but she
leaves him when she discovers that he is simply using her. Brod
observes that Kafka intended that K. should: die exhansted by his
efforts. bui that on his deathbed he tvas to receive a permit (o stay.
There are new elements in this novel: it is tragic. not desolate, While
the miajority of Kafka's chameters are mere functions. Frieda isg
resofute person. calm and matter-of-fact. K. gains through her
personality some insight infe a possible solation ef his quest. and
when he spenks of her with affection. be seems himself to be breaking
through his sense of isolation.

Kafka's stories and nevels have provoked a wenlth of
inmterpretations. Brod and Kafke's foremaost English transiators, Willa
and Edwin Muir. viewed the novels as allegories of divine grace.
Existentialists have seen Kafka's enviropment of guilt and despair as
the ground upon which to construct an sthentic existence. Some have
seen his newratic involvement with his father as the heart of his work:
others have emphasized the social criticismy the infunmanity of the
powerfil and their agents. (he violence and barbarity (hat lurk beneath
normal moutine. Some have found an imaginative anticipaton of
tolalitarianisin in the mandowm and faceless bunsaucratic terror of 77e
Tvied. The Swrrealists delighted in the persistent intrusions of the
absurd. There is evidence in both the works and the diaries for each of
these interpretations. but Kafka's work as a whole transcends them all.
One critic may bave pat it most accurately when he wrote of the
works as "open parables” whose final meanings can never be rounded
off.

Bur Kafka's oeuvre is aiso limited, Each of lds works bears the
marks of a mon suffering in spirit and body, searching desperatety. but
always ipwardly, for mesping. security, self~worth. and a semse of
purpose. Kafka himself looked upon his writing and the creative act it
signified as a means of "redemption,” as & “form of prayer” through
which he might be reconciled w0 the world or might ranscend his
pegative experience of it, The Iucidly described but inexplicable
darkness of his works reveal Kafka's own frestmied personnl

Ty



stmggles. but through his powerless characters and the stmnge
incidents that befall thern the anfhor achieved a compelling symbolism
that more broadly signifies the anxiety and alienation of the 20th-
centary world itself,

At the time of his denth, Kafka was apprecimed only by a
small literary coterie. His nnme and work would not have survived if
Max Brod had hononred Kafka's testanient—{wo notes requiring his
friead to destroy all unpublished mamnscripts and to refrain from
republishing the works that had already appeared in print. Brod took
the opposite cowrse. and thus fthe pame and work of Kafka gained
worldwide posthumous fame, This development tock phice frst
during the reginne of Adolf Hitler. in France and the English-speaking
countries--at the very time wheo Kufka's three sisters were deported
and killed in copcentration camps. Afler 1945 Kafka was
rediscovered m Germany and Austria and began to greatly influence
German Htematire. By the 1960s. this mfluence extended even fo the
intelectunl, literary. and political life of Communist Czechosiovakia.

Major Works

MAIOR WORKS., Nevels (all published posthumously). Der
Progess (1Y25; The Trial), Das Scldose (1926 The Castley. Amerika
{1927-all ranshated by Willa and Edwin Muoir,

Sitories

Betrachtung (1913 Meditation in fn the Penal Sertlement:
Tales qid Short Prose [Worksy: Dus Urteil (1916, The Sentence, also
trans, as The Judgmenty, Die Verwandiung (1915: Metamorphosis in
Metwmurphosis and (ther Storiesy, In der Strafeolonic (1919 In the
Penad Coluny in Metwmorphosiy and Other Stories). Ein Londoist
{1919 4 Crownpy Doctory. Beim  Baw der cfiinesischen Afaier
{published posthumounsly, 1931 The Gireat Fall of Chine in
Descripion uf a Struggle and The Great Fafl of China).

BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Usefu] bibliographiss tochade Harry Jarv, Div Kafka-Literutur
(1961}, most comprehensive: aud Angel Flores. .4 Kafka Bikliography
1908- 1976 (1970)
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Editions

The most comprehensive edition of Kaflaa's works (though
neither critical nor complete) is the Cesammedic Herke. ed. by Max
Brod. 8 vol. {1952-70). which inclhides two volumes of letiers.

Biography.

The most important biographies are the infimate. congenial,
basic (if biased) account of Mnx Brod. Frone Kafka (1937); and the
more factual and detailed smidy of Kafka's vouth by Kiaus
Wagenbach, Franz Kafka: Eine Biographie seiner Jugend, 1883-1912
{1958). Emst Pawel. The Nightmare of Reason: 4 Life of Frany Kafka
(1984, is a later biography that corrects many misinterpretations of
previous biogrphies,

Letters

English trmansiations of his letters includs: E. Heller and J. Born
{eds.). Briefe n Felice (1967. Letters to Felice, 1973): and Hartiut

Binder and Klaus Wagenbach {eds.). Briefe an Otila und die Farailiv
(1974: Letters 1o Onla emd the Fomity, 1982,

Critical studies.

Heinz Politzer, Franr Kdafka, Parahle and Paradeox (1962),
aestheiic and psychological analyses of texts: Wilhelt Emrich, Franz
Kafke { 1938; Eng. trans. 1968). philosophical: Walter H. Sokel. Franz
Kafka. Trugik und Ironie (1964}, a psychoanaiviical reading: Ronald
D. Gnmy (). Kafka: A Collection of Critical Essays (1962). Angel
Flores. The Kafha Debate: New Perspective for Qur Time (1977}, new
snd reprinted essays. and including the bibliography noted above:
Gunther Anders, Kafka (1951: Enp. trans. }960); and J.P. Stern (ed.).
The World of Franz Kafke (1980).
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